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SUBJECT: INVITATIONS TO SYRIAN MINISTERS TO VISIT U.S. 

REF: STATE 260904 

1. IN PRINCIPLE WE ARE VERY MUCH IN FAVOR OF USG INVITA- 
TIONS TO SYRIAN MINISTERS TO VISIT U.S. WARM. ALL-OUT EFFORT 
SYRIANS DEMONSTRATED LAST NOVEMBER DURING VISIT OF SECRETARY 
BUTZ IS CERTAINLY INDICATIVE OF HOSPITALITY THAT WE SHOULD 
RETURN. IN ADDITION, SYRIANS HAVE BEEN VERY COOPERATIVE ON 
TWO OFFICIAL USDOC-SPONSORED TRADE MISSIONS (RAILWAY AND 
TEXTILES). 

2. PRIME DETERMINATION WE MUST FATHOM HERE, HOWEVER, IS SARG 
LEADERSHIP REACTION TO SUCH INVITATIONS. MIDDLE EAST POLI- 
TICAL SITUATION AT TIME OF INVITATIONS COULD WELL BE AN 
IMPORTANT CONTROLLING FACTOR. SOME IN SARG LEADERSHIP WILL NO 
DOUBT WONDER WHY CERTAIN MINISTERS AND NOT OTHERS. AS 
COUNTERWEIGHT TO THIS LATTER QUESTION, WE COULD MAKE PERFECTLY 
RATIONAL, TECHNICAL CASE FOR EUPHRATES DAM MINISTER KAHALE AND 
ELECTRICITY MINISTER SAWWAF. WE AGREE WITH DEPARTMENT THAT 
EXCESSIVE ATTENTION TO ECONOMY MINISTER IMADI MIGHT DO HIM 
DISSERVICE. NOT ONLY HAS HE VISITED U.S. OFTEN, BUT WILL BE 
MAKING EVEN MORE VISITS IN HIS ROLE AS NEW, ANNUAL PRESIDENT 

OF IBRD GOVERNORS. 
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3. IMPORTANT FACTOR WE SHOULD BEAR IN MIND WAS SECRETARY 
BUTZ 1 PUBLICLY EXPRESSED HOPE THAT AGRICULTURE MINISTER ABOU- 
OMAR WOULD BE ABLE TO VISIT U.S. (PARA 1 1, DAMASCUS 2693, 

1 1/14/74). ALSO, AS SARG (HAYDAR, ABOU-OMAR, ET AL) HAS 
STATED NUMEROUS TIMES AND INDICATED THIRD AND FOURTH (IN 
DRAFT) FIVE-YEAR PLANS, AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IS PRI- 
MARY SARG GOAL AND SYRIA LOOKING TO U.S. OFFICIAL AND PRIVATE 
SOURCES FOR HELP IN AGRICULTURAL AREA. (INTERPRETATION 
ARRANGEMENTS WOULD BE NEEDED FOR ABOU-OMAR. WHO SPEAKS LITTLE 
ENGLISH.) 

4. ON ITINERARY FOR KAHALE, WE AGREE U.S. HAS MUCH TO OFFER 
IN AREA OF RECLAMATION AND IRRIGATION AND NO DOUBT AID. 

BUREC, TVA, STATE/CU (ADDRESS TO HIS ALMA MATER UNIVERSITY OF 
ILLINOIS, OTHER LESS TECHNICALLY ORIENTED EVENTS, MRS. KAHALE'S 
PROGRAM, CONTRACTED INTERPRETER ASSISTANCE FOR MRS., WHICH HE 
DOES NOT NEED), USIA NEWS COVERAGE AND OTHER FEDERAL AND 
STATE/LOCAL AGENCIES COULD ALL COOPERATE IN DEVELOPING EXCELLENT. 
PROGRAM. 

5. SAWWAF VISITED U.S. IN MAY 1975 FOR DISCUSSIONS WITH IBRD 
AND SIGNING PROJECT LOAN (DAMASCUS 1568, APRIL 29, 1975). SAWWAF 
VISIT QUITE RUSHED. BUT HE HAD DISCUSSIONS WITH DAA/NESA, AND 
OTHER AID OFFICIALS ON VARIOUS TOPICS OF MUTUAL INTEREST (STATE 
1 17049, MAY 20, 1975). AGAIN, WE BELIEVE COOPERATIVE EFFORT 

BY AID, NRECA, TVA, COMMERCE (WIDER SELECTION OF BUSINESS CON- 
TACTS THAN JUST ALLIS-CHALMERS AND OTHER GROUPS IN MIDWEST, 
ARAB-AMERICAN GROUP IN NEW YORK VIA DAVID ROCKEFELLER AND OTHERS), 
USIA NEWS COVERAGE AND STATE/CU (MRS. SAWWAF'S PROGRAM ARRANGE- 
MENTS, INTERPRETING CONTRACT FOR BOTH PERSONS, ETC.) WOULD 
PROVIDE EXCELLENT SUBSTANTIVE PROGRAM. 

6. FUNDING: SUCH INVITATIONS SHOULD NOT FALL WITHIN OUR 
LIMITED AND ALREADY PROGRAMMED CU VISI- 
TOR PROGRAM. WE WOULD HOPE THAT AGRICULTURE, COMMERCE AND 
POSSIBLY SOME AID FUNDS IN WASHINGTON COULD BE UTILIZED. 

OBVIOUSLY, ALLIS-CHALMERS SHOULD BE GIVEN EQUAL TIME AND OPPOR- 
TUNITY WITH VISITORS AS WOULD OTHER U.S. FIRMS SO THAT OTHER 
COMPETING FIRMS WILL NOT SEE USG INVITATION AS FAVORING ONE 
PARTICULAR COMPANY. SCOTT/ALLIS-CHALMERS MAY PUT CORPORATE 
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SAB RELINER JET AT MINISTERS' DISPOSAL AND THIS ASPECT WILL HAVE TO 
BE WATCHED CAREFULLY IN DEVELOPING PROGRAM. 

7. THEREFORE. AFTER CONSULTATION WITH AMBASSADOR MURPHY IN 
WASHINGTON, BELIEVE VERY CLOSELY HELD, HIGH-LEVEL INITIAL 
COORDINATION AMONG APPROPRIATE AGENCIES SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN, 
BUT WITH FIRM ASSURANCES THAT NO LEAKS OCCUR. (FOR THIS REASON, 
PREFER EXDIS FOR TIME BEING.) HOPEFULLY, AMBASSADOR COULD 
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RETURN WITH ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE ON PROGRAM POSSIBILITIES AND 
FIRM FUNDING SOURCE(S) SO THAT HE MAY UNDERTAKE POLITICAL 
SOUNDING WITHIN SARG AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL. SUCH SARG REAC- 
TION WILL HAVE TO BE OBTAINED BEFORE ANY FURTHER ACTION WERE 
TAKEN BEYOND INITIAL, CLOSELY-HELD COORDINATING ACTION 
DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

PELLETREAU 
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